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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TEMPORARY STORAGE 
 

 
Artists: Mi Chen, Yan Wang 
Curators: Ariel He, Cicy Hu 
Presented by: ETA Gallery and Chinese American Arts Council 
Exhibition Dates: September 4 – 18, 2026 
Press Preview: September 2, 3 pm 
Opening Reception: September 4, 6 – 8 pm 
Location: Gallery 456, 456 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10013 
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ETA Gallery is pleased to present Temporary Storage, a duo exhibition featuring new works by 
Mi Chen and Yan Wang. Working through ceramic and language, both artists create objects that 
demand to be seen before they are read, deliberately keeping meaning in suspension. Where 
Wang stores memory and the absent body, Chen stores language itself—holding and slowing 
text before it settles into sense. Together, they arrive at a shared refusal to resolve, approaching 
the concept from distinct directions. 
 
Mi Chen’s practice centers on typography and the structural systems that carry it. In her new 
works, punctuation loosens from language to become shape, rhythm, furniture, or a wall to look 
at rather than through. By intentionally slowing the eye, Chen keeps text half-visible, allowing 
form to precede meaning. Working iteratively across two- and three-dimensional surfaces, she 
creates conditions where familiar patterns shift, break, or loop—a sustained process of locating 
herself in relation to what she makes. 
 
Yan Wang addresses what the body leaves behind. In the exhibition space, porcelain pillows 
rest in a dim circle accompanied by a low-humming recording, framing history not as surviving 
names, but as the bodies that dreamed and vanished. Across ink, paper, and clay, Wang’s 
objects carry the thickness of time, the debris of a hometown, and the ghost of a head on a 
pillow. She works toward release rather than a definitive statement, offering an invitation to 
dream together rather than inherit a singular narrative. 
 
Temporary Storage highlights what an object can sustain without resolving: forms that 
simultaneously hold presence and loss, store what cannot be surrendered, and remain open as 
long as they are observed. 
 

 

Media Contact 
Ariel He and Cicy Hu 
arielhe09@gmail.com, srhu0508@gmail.com  
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Artists 
 
Mi Chen 
Mi Chen is a graphic designer and visual artist based in Brooklyn, NY, and New Haven, CT. She 
is currently pursuing an MFA at Yale School of Art. Her practice centers around the idea of 
reframing the familiar: taking everyday objects, forms of language, and visual systems, and 
repositioning them to reveal new relationships and meanings. She is particularly interested in 
how forms act as structures that shape perception, memory, and interpretation. Through 
iterative processes, patterns begin to shift, break, or loop, creating spaces where meaning 
becomes unstable. As a graphic designer, she engages text and glyphs as both carriers of 
meaning and formal elements. Across her projects, she moves between two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional surfaces, often questioning where a surface begins or ends, and how 
meaning shifts as language transitions from page to space. 
 
Instagram: @mi_makethings 
Website: https://michen.art/  
 
 
 
Yan Wang 
Yan Wang is a Beijing-born visual artist based in Brooklyn, NY, and Chicago, IL. Rooted in a 
background of printmaking and book art, Yan blends the tactile qualities of print with diverse 
mediums such as animation and ceramics. She holds an MFA from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago and a BFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art. Yan’s experience 
encompasses a wide range of print techniques, including silkscreen, monotype, lithograph, 
relief, aquatint, and drypoint. Beyond traditional printmaking, she is skilled in craft disciplines like 
ceramics and bookbinding. Currently, she is expanding her interdisciplinary exploration through 
clay sculptures, engaging with themes of social and political feminism as well as her cultural and 
immigrant identity. 
 
Instagram: @awyart 
Website: https://www.wangyan30.art/ 
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Curators 
 
Ariel He 
Ariel He is a curator, artist, and researcher based in New York. She holds an MA in Visual Arts 
Administration from New York University and a BFA in Sculpture from the Rhode Island School 
of Design. Ritual runs through her curatorial and research work: the structured, repeated acts 
through which people gather to make and share meaning. She attends to the objects and 
spaces that hold what a body leaves behind, and to how such traces resist a single, settled 
reading. 
 
Instagram: @arielllhhheee 
Website: https://arielheyanru.cargo.site/  
 
 
 
Cicy Hu 
Cicy Hu is an art world professional and entrepreneur based in New York, with roots in 
Shanghai. She holds a BA in Art History from Bard College and an MA in Visual Arts 
Administration from NYU. She currently works at the New York office of Galerie 
Georges-Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, a Parisian gallery specializing in Nouveau Réalisme and 
contemporary art. 
 
Instagram: @huuuusrcc 
Email: srhu0508@gmail.com  
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Selected Artworks 
 

Mi Chen 

 

A “Furniture” of Type 
2025 
 
Wood, Paper 
 
 
 

 

The Cradle 
2025 
 
Wood, Fabric 
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Yan Wang 

 

Pillow 
2025-26 
 
Stoneware, underglaze & glaze, (rice hulls, 
bamboo mat, sound) 
 
 

 

the twins in me 
2026 
 
Stoneware, wash & glaze, print on mulberry 
 
 
 
 

 

骨肉 (I am her bones and flesh) 
2026 
 
Stoneware, wash & glaze, print on mulberry 
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ETA Gallery 
 

About 
ETA is a contemporary art pop-up platform that brings exhibitions to a variety of venues across 
New York City. ETA values and embraces accessibility in art. Each show is installed in a new 
location; whether it is a café, park, exhibition space, etc.; we as a gallery see potential for fine 
arts everywhere. ETA presents solo shows, group exhibitions, artist talks, and live 
performances. By collaborating with independent and public venues, ETA also strengthens the 
local small-business ecosystem, creating a symbiotic relationship between art and urban 
culture. ETA curates a wide range of disciplines and aesthetics, prioritizing emerging artists in 
various forms of contemporary art.  
 

Mission & Vision 
ETA is committed to building an inclusive ecosystem where artists, first-time buyers, collectors, 
and curious community members can connect through art. Our approach centers care, 
accessibility, and transparency.  
 

Audience & Impact 
ETA caters to new collectors and seasoned art enthusiasts alike, demystifying art acquisition 
with an emphasis on affordability and engagement.  
 
Instagram: @eta.gallery.co 
Website: etagallery.cargo.site 
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Chinese American Arts Council (CAAC) 
 
Mission 
 
The Chinese American Arts Council (CAAC) was established in 1975 to support the cultural arts 
of New York City's Chinese-heritage communities and to provide support and opportunities to 
performing and visual artists. CAAC’s mission includes engaging communities of all 
backgrounds through the arts, with a focus on the Chinese-heritage community. 
 
CAAC is managed by Founder and Director Alan Chow with support staff Szu-Wei Ho. 
 
 
 

About Gallery 456 
 
Gallery 456 is the visual arts exhibition space of the Chinese American Arts Council. Open to 
the public during office hours and by appointment, over three decades our non-profit gallery has 
presented works by more than 250 renowned and emerging artists from around the world, with 
an emphasis on contemporary artists of Chinese heritage. 
 
The gallery is run by CAAC Founder and Director Alan Chow with visual arts programming by 
Szu-Wei Ho. 
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