
 
 

SoMad Presents 2025 Residency Exhibition by  
Yi Hsuan Lai 

 
Yi Hsuan Lai: Rubber, Rubber opens October 16, 6-9pm and will be on view from 

October 20 through December 18, 2025 

 

 
Gentle Fold by Yi Hsuan Lai, 2025 

 
(New York, NY) — October 3, 2025 — SoMad, the femme and queer led art space just south of Madison 
Square Park, is proud to present a solo exhibition by 2025 artist-in-residence Yi Hsuan Lai. On view 
October 16 through December 18, this exhibition marks the culmination of Lai’s five-month residency.  
 
Through staged photography and sculptural installation, Yi Hsuan Lai’s Rubber, Rubber investigates the 
materiality of perception and embodiment.. As a foreigner in a new land, Lai works with overlooked 
objects, sensing in their rawness a potential for renewal and communal belonging. Skin-like rubber forms 
are projected into space, interwoven with raw materials, found objects, and the artist’s own body. The 
projections behave like skin—thin, porous, intimate, and protective—while also expanding into shelters, 
spaces the body can inhabit, simultaneously as subject and architecture. These dynamic assemblages 
collapse distinctions between photograph and sculpture, surface and volume, creating ephemeral 
constructions that echo both psychological and corporeal landscapes. 



 
A projection installation, revealed behind a curtain, activates the viewer’s imagination of what layers 
compose Lai’s photographs.  Material tensions and abstracted depictions of the body create a disorienting 
experience in which boundaries dissolve, identity becomes fluid, and the surreal intimacy of inhabiting 
another consciousness becomes reality. 
 
SoMad empowers emerging artists through its hybrid model, which combines a residency, production 
studio, and gallery. Providing space, equipment, and tailored support for photography, multimedia, and 
performance, the program has hosted a growing roster of innovative artists. Simultaneously opening their 
solo exhibition is fellow resident Keith Lafuente with Acts of Service, where animated stuffed fabric figures 
perform exchanges of labor and desire. Previous 2025 residents include Dakota Gearhart, whose 
animated series Life Touching Life transformed SoMad’s gallery into an underwater apartment for Mad 
World 2025, and Zulu Padilla, whose multimedia installation traced the migratory patterns of neotropical 
birds as observed from cruising spots in Prospect Park. 
 
On the second floor, SoMad is concurrently presenting Rachel Rampleman: Life is Drag, on view through 
December 18, 2025. Developed during her SoMad residency, the project continues her work creating the 
largest digital archive of drag performance in the U.S.—featuring over 375 performances by more than 
200 artists— and debuts 25 new video portraits of 14 leading figures in neo-burlesque and experimental 
drag. 
 
Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 12pm - 6pm. Appointments are available upon request.  
 
Programming related to all exhibitions will be announced in the coming weeks. For more information, visit 
www.somad.nyc. 

 
 
ABOUT YI HSUAN LAI 
Yi Hsuan Lai is a Taiwanese-born, New York–based visual artist whose practice merges photography, 
sculpture, found objects, and her own body. She creates staged, surreal assemblages that blur the 
boundaries between object and image, body and environment, surface and depth. Through this oscillation 
between two and three dimensions, Lai explores the intersection of objecthood, bodily projection, and 
psychological states. Her work engages themes of adaptation, uncertainty, and femininity, bridging the 
material and corporeal realms. 
 

Yi Hsuan Lai received her MFA in Photography from the School of Visual Arts in 2020. She has been 
awarded residencies from SoMad (New York, 2025), Light Work (Syracuse, 2024), the Vermont Studio 
Center (Johnson, VT, 2023), and the NYFA Immigrant Artist Program (New York, 2023). Her recent solo 
exhibitions include NARS Foundation (Brooklyn, 2024), Gallery 456 (New York, 2024), and Spring Break 
Art Show (New York, 2020). She has also participated in group exhibitions at Photo London (London, 
2023), Floor_Gallery (Seoul, 2023), the Wassaic Project (Wassaic, NY, 2022), and Well Well Project 
(Portland, OR, 2022). In 2022, her work was recognized among LensCulture Critics’ Top 10. 

 
ABOUT SOMAD 
Founded in 2018, SoMadⓇ is a femme and queer led art space that serves as a platform for emerging 
artists to experiment, collaborate, and challenge conventions. SoMad empowers artists through a 

http://www.somad.nyc


combined gallery and artist residency program, production house, and event space, emphasizing creative 
freedom and the absence of rigid expectations. The name, “SoMad,” reflects both the physical 
location—south of Madison Square Park—and the collective’s frustration with the current landscape of 
resources and support structures available for emerging artists, particularly artists from marginalized 
communities. 
 

 
 
ARTWORK INQUIRIES 
 
Please write to gallery@somad.nyc 
 
 
PRESS CONTACTS 
 
Allison Brainard, Associate Director 
Cultural Counsel 
allison@culturalcounsel.com  
 
Jane Drinkard, Senior Account Coordinator 
Cultural Counsel 
jane@culturalcounsel.com 
 
Lara Xenia Mashayekh, Account Coordinator 
Cultural Counsel 
lara@culturalcounsel.com  
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