BERSINGGUNGAN / INTERCONNECTED

A Group Exhibition by Indonesian Artists

Brooklyn Art Cave, 897 Broadway, Brooklyn, NY
July 25 (5-10 PM) & July 26 (4-10 PM), 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Brooklyn, NY —
Ruang Karsa, a newly established artist collective dedicated to amplifying Indonesian voices in

contemporary art, is proud to announce its inaugural exhibition, Bersinggungan / Interconnected,
which will be held on July 25-26, 2025, at Brooklyn Art Cave.

This significant exhibition features works by 13 emerging Indonesian artists living in the U.S.
and abroad: Chloe Antoinette, Dirm Luawo, Namirah Zihniah, Chandni Servia, Juan Oroh,
Lerryant Krisdy, Patricia Kusumaningtyas, Julita Pratiwi & Ersya Ruswandono, Nafiza Shazia
Aviedi, Clar Angkasa, Christhalia Wiloto, and Ruang Karsa founder Prameswari Mrajabwana.

Bersinggungan—an Indonesian term signifying contact, friction, and entanglement—serves as a
conceptual lens through which the exhibition explores the complexities of identity, memory, and
diaspora. The artists engage diverse mediums, including painting, sculpture, video, text, and
performance, to illuminate how cultural heritage and lived experience intertwine in
contemporary global contexts.

Visitors are invited to reflect on themes of migration, belonging, intimacy, and resistance,
experiencing a multi-layered dialogue about the connections and tensions that define diasporic
Indonesian identities today.

ABOUT RUANG KARSA

Founded in 2025 by Prameswari Mrajabwana, Ruang Karsa (roughly translated as “Space of
Intention”) is an artist-run collective that provides a platform for Indonesian artists navigating
diaspora, hybridity, and identity within the global contemporary art scene.

Ruang Karsa champions visibility and dialogue for Southeast Asian artists who are often
marginalized in mainstream spaces. Through exhibitions, publications, and community
programming, the collective seeks to build international networks and foster creative



collaboration. Its long-term vision includes establishing an annual showcase dedicated to
Indonesian contemporary art.

EXHIBITION DETAILS

Venue: Brooklyn Art Cave, 897 Broadway, Brooklyn, NY
Dates & Times:

e Opening Night: Friday, July 25, 5-10 PM
e Day Two: Saturday, July 26, 4-10 PM

Free and open to the public

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS

e Chloe Antoinette

e Dirm Luawo

e Namirah Zihniah

e Chandni Servia

e Juan Oroh

e Lerryant Krisdy

o Patricia Kusumaningtyas
e Julita Pratiwi & Ersya Ruswandono
o Nafiza Shazia Aviedi

e (lar Angkasa

e Christhalia Wiloto

e Prameswari Mrajabwana

ARTIST STATEMENTS

Chloe Antoinette

Chloe critiques how patriarchy codes and controls femininity. Through hand-cut collage, she
dismantles the “ladylike” ideal using bold textures and visual repetition — reframing grace as a
form of defiance.

Dirm Luawo

Merging traditional batik with diasporic narratives, Dirm’s textiles map memory and migration.
Using resist-dye techniques, he reclaims space as a queer person of color by layering ancestral
motifs with everyday American urban textures.



Namirah Zihniah

Namirah creates surreal, intuitive video rooted in Balinese spirituality and diasporic grief. Her
films blur ritual, memory, and satire — conjuring dream-like spaces for healing and cultural
reverence.

Chandni Servia

Chandni’s transdisciplinary practice spans film, sound, and zine-making. She combines
storytelling, archival footage, and speculative fiction to unpack gender, colonialism, and queer
Indonesian futurisms through a lens of resistance.

Juan Oroh

Juan’s minimalist cartographies transform the body into geography. Using only ink and
fingerprints, he traces an emotional topography of longing — inviting viewers to consider how
homeland lives in skin and memory.

Lerryant Krisdy

Lerryant maps migration through field recordings and paintings, Passenger connects parallel
journeys in Depok and New York, exploring movement as both a personal ritual and a political
act.

Patricia Kusumaningtyas

Patricia stages performance-based interventions that surface queer Indonesian identity. Through
visual language and embodied gesture, she unearths censored truths — building an archive of
resistance across state borders.

Julita Pratiwi & Ersya Ruswandono

Julita and Ersya’s works honors Ratna Asmara, Indonesia’s first female film director. Through
collaborative research and rare visuals, they reclaim erased cinematic legacies from a feminist
lens.

Nafiza Shazia Aviedi
Blending traditional ceramic and digital generative art, Nafiza reinterprets batik as both cultural
ritual and data pattern. Her work reveals the resilience of heritage through code, craft, and care.

Clar Angkasa

Clar creates comics, zines, and animations that center Southeast Asian mental health, joy, and
cultural belonging. With tenderness and wit, she builds visual spaces where young diasporic
audiences can feel seen and safe.

Christhalia Wiloto

Christhalia’s poetic trilogy entwines exile, state violence, and desire. Accompanied by haunting
images, her poems ask: How do we mourn a homeland that wounds us, and how do we love it
still?

Prameswari Mrajabwana
Working across performance, film, and photography, she creates confrontational, participatory



works that implicate the viewer and dismantle passive forms of witnessing. Mrajabwana is also
the founder of Ruang Karsa, a collective amplifying Indonesian diasporic voices in
contemporary art.

PRESS CONTACT

For interviews, images, or press inquiries, please contact:
Prameswari Mrajabwana

Email: mraja.artist@gmail.com

Instagram: (@ruangkarsa.nyc
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