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THEATER MU TO PRODUCE STOP KISS
(JUNE 12-29)

Diana Son’s GLAAD Media Award-winning play acts as the finale to Mu’s season
centering largely queer and South Asian American stories
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(Minneapolis/Saint Paul) Theater Mu’s production of Diana Son’s Stop Kiss will
conclude its 2024/25 mainstage season, which largely focused on queer and
South Asian American stories. Running from June 12-29 at the Gremlin Theatre,
the GLAAD Media Award-winning play will be directed and produced by longtime
Mu artist Katie Bradley.

Stop Kiss made its premiere off-Broadway in 1998, and as Son has told Mu, “It’s
about how love changes you and you change for love.” When Sara moves to New
York, she meets Callie, and the two fall into a fast friendship that teeters on the
brink of something more. However, their first kiss changes their lives more than they
can imagine. Jumping backward and forward in time, Callie and Sara—and the
audience—ask themselves what they would risk for a chance at love and what it
means to become someone your closest connections may not recognize.

“Stop Kiss digs into what it looks like to fall surprisingly in love and what happens when
that love is loathed and hated by others,” Bradley says. “It is tender and nuanced, and
the language that Diana Son gives her characters is an artist’'s dream to work with.

| am incredibly excited to direct Stop Kiss because, at this time, we need stories that
not only embrace love and all that comes with it, but that also show the inequities and
damage that many people experience as a result of that love.”

Emjoy Gavino and Kelsey Angel Baehrens (Blended 7] (Harmony): The Kim Loo Sisters
with History Theatre) will play Callie and Sara, respectively, with Lily Tung Cyrstal
(Mu'’s former artistic director 2019-24), Moses Ekel, Clay Man Soo (The Korean Drama

Addict’s Guide to Losing Your Virginity), and James Rodriguez rounding out the cast.

Managing director and Mu co-leader Anh Thu T. Pham says, “We planned our season
over a year and a half ago, but this play is incredibly relevant to the disappearing
safety our communities have. In a recent data report of hate crimes tracked by the
FBI, it showed an 18.1% increase of hate crimes against people due to their sexual
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orientation and a 4.3% increase based on gender identity from 2022 to 2023. Theater
Mu believes that by sharing our stories on stage we share the humanity that makes up
the fabric of our community.”

Please contact Lianna McLernon at lianna@theatermu.org or (612) 709-3324 for
any press tickets, interview requests, or additional assets. For a full company list and
additional biographies, see the press kit.

TICKET INFORMATION

Pay As You Are (PAYA) pricing asks those who routinely pay $45 for theater tickets to
pay that amount—it's the market value—but if an audience member needs to pay less,
they can choose to do so, as low as $10. Special performances throughout the show’s
run will feature open captions, ASL interpretations, audio description, and mask
requirements in order to increase accessibility. All shows will have available sensory

kits and large-print playbills. Tickets and more information are available at
(651) 789-1012 or theatermu.org.

ABOUT DIANA SON (PLAYWRIGHT)

Diana (she/her) is an Emmy-nominated TV showrunner and writer/producer, and an
award-winning playwright. She is currently developing TV projects for Netflix and ABC
and is executive producer of the upcoming Amazon series Butterfly starring Daniel
Dae Kim. Other TV projects include Genius: Aretha, season one of Thirteen Reasons
Why, ABC's American Crime, Dirty John, Southland, Law & Order: Criminal Intent, West
Wing, and others. Plays include Stop Kiss (GLAAD Media Award, Berilla Kerr Award
for playwriting, John Gassner Playwriting Prize nominee), Satellites, BOY, and R.A.W.
(‘Cause I’'m a Woman). Diana is co-emcee of the Writer’s Guild of America East’s
Showrunner Bootcamp, a past recipient of an NEA/TCG residency at the Mark Taper
Forum, a past Brooks Atkinson fellow at the National Theatre in London, and was
program chair of the Dramatists Guild Foundation’s Playwriting Fellowship (2013-19).
She is the mother of three sons and lives in Brooklyn.

ABOUT KATIE BRADLEY (DIRECTOR & PRODUCER)

Katie (she/her) served Theater Mu as interim artistic director from July 2024 through
spring 2025, but she has worked with the company in many different capacities
since 2006. As an actor at Mu, she has appeared onstage in several productions,
including A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Into the Woods, and The Kung Fu Zombies
Saga: Shaman Warrior & Cannibals. She made her directorial debut in 2022 with Mu'’s
production of Man of God and recently directed the world premiere of Hells Canyon.
Outside of Mu, Katie has acted with several theater companies including the Guthrie
Theater, Ten Thousand Things, Children’s Theatre Company, Oregon Shakespeare
Festival, Indiana Repertory Theatre, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, and Pacific
Conservatory Theatre.

ABOUT THEATER MU

Theater Mu (pronounced MOQ) is the largest Asian American theater company in the
Midwest and has received national attention for its artistic excellence and community
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engagement. Founded in 1992, Mu tells stories from the heart of the Asian American
experience, presenting a fusion of traditional and contemporary artistic influences,
which range from classics to up-and-coming voices in our community. Theater Mu’s
continuing goal to celebrate and empower the Asian American community through
theater is achieved through mainstage productions, emerging artist support, and
educational outreach programs. Theater Mu is a member of the Consortium of Asian
American Theaters & Artists as well as a member of the Twin Cities Theatres of Color
Coadlition, proudly standing alongside New Native Theatre, Pangea World Theater,
Penumbra Theatre, Teatro Del Pueblo, New Arab American Theater Works, and
Ilkidown. | theatermu.org
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