— FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE —

PERFORMANCE & RESOURCE FAIR EXPLORING THE
AANHPI DIASPORIC EXPERIENCE AT CULTURE LAB LIC

Three Asian American performers present an original performance work featuring classical
music, spoken poetry, and contemporary dance at Culture Lab LIC on April 4 and 5 at 7:00 PM

CONTACT

Name: Abagael Cheng Ticket Link
Phone: 714-323-3652 Venue Instagram
Email: abagael.cheng@gmail.com Venue Facebook

Instagram: @abagaelcheng

Download Image Here

QUEENS, NY - The Hunger & The Haunt

The Hunger & The Haunt is an original theatrical song recital and community resource fair held at
Culture Lab LIC on April 4 and 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM. The performance explores how folks from the
AANHPI diaspora reclaim connection to their heritage and discover new pathways toward ancestral
nourishment. This interdisciplinary work combines contemporary dance, spoken poetry, and classical
music by exclusively AANHPI composers to tell the fantastical story of a Chinese American girl trying to
find her way home as she traverses a mysterious pit of hidden stories.
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The performance will be presented by an Asian American ensemble, including Abagael Cheng (soprano),
Marie Lloyd Paspe (dancer), and Amber Scherer (piano). The curated recital program features works
by Juhi Bansal, Chihchun Chi-Su Lee, Shruti Rajasekar, Angela Yam, Johnum Palado, and Teresa Mei
Chuc, among others.

Each performance will be complemented by a community resource fair, where local organizations that
empower AANHPI communities in Queens will share information about their work and offer concrete
ways to get involved. Partner organizations include the South Asian Youth Action, MinKwon Center for
Community Action, Korean American Civic Empowerment, and more. Representing a variety of
neighborhoods and AANHPI identities across Queens, these organizations advocate for residents around
issues of housing, civic engagement, youth leadership, and economic and social justice.

Tickets are offered on a sliding scale from $10-$40 in advance and $20-$50 at the door. A limited
number of free tickets are available upon request, for those with financial barriers. To learn about the
accessibility of the venue, please visit the venue’s website. To learn more and purchase tickets, please
visit the ticketing page.

ABOUT CULTURE LAB LIC

Culture Lab LIC is a 501(c)(3) formed to be the arts and culture umbrella for Western Queens. We
present local, national, and international art of all genres, while supporting New York artists and other
nonprofits by providing space, resources and a sense of community. Operating out of a 12,000 square foot
converted warehouse, Culture Lab LIC hosts two fine art galleries, an 80 seat theater, classroom space, an
18,000 square foot outdoor venue, and a robust residency program. Culture Lab LIC is dedicated to
upholding, equity, diversity and inclusion across all our platforms. To learn more, visit their website.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Chinese American soprano Abagael Cheng (she/her) is a singing artist, actor, producer, and activist who
strives to break the boundaries of classical performance and move audiences toward social activism.
Cheng sees her role in social justice and the arts to be one and the same: shifting culture through
storytelling. Most recently, Cheng co-created, co-produced, and performed her theatrical chamber recital,
Awakening, inspired by the tradition of protest music, as part of City Lyric Opera’s 2024 artist-led season.

A 2024 grant recipient of the Puffin Foundation and the The Anna Sosenko Assist Trust, Cheng won first
place in the voice division of the 2023 Delta Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competition and was
awarded the Penelope Davis Hart Honorable Mention at The Philharmonic Society of Arlington 2024
Young Artist Competition. An enthusiast of contemporary music, she has participated in the development
and performance of new operatic works, such as She Breathes Fire by Stacy Busch with The Why
Collective and The Jade Star Hotel by Stephanie Chou and Susan Kander with The American Opera
Project. This coming spring, Cheng will perform as a soprano soloist in City Lyric Opera’s production of
Savior by Amy Beth Kirsten.
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In addition to her musical pursuits, Cheng is a world champion ultimate frisbee player and will compete
this fall on the U.S.A. National Mixed Team at the World Beach Ultimate Championships in Portugal. She
has won gold medals in the sport at the national and international levels.

Marie Lloyd Paspe (she/her) is a Filipina-American choreographer, dance artist, vocalist, educator, and
writer re-rooting the brown Asian body in the liberatory practice of kapwa ("I and the Other are One").
Her practice re-imagines forgotten memories that are sown into the genetic manuscripts of the body’s
fascial maps. She is of Batanguefia and Ilonggo lineage of Philippine islands Luzon and Panay. Marie’s
multi-faceted and dynamic choreographies, vocal scores, and performance-making merges the ancestral
with the future, creating work that engages with the sociopolitical and ecologically impacted identities of
the diasporic brown, queer, home-yearning body.

Marie has been awarded the prestigious Harlem Stage WaterWorks Emerging Artist Fellowship (2024),
Target Margin Theater Institute Fellowship (2023-24), GALLIM Moving Artist Residency (2023), Asian
American Arts Alliance Jadin Wong Fellowship (2022), and Creatives Rebuild New York (2022-24). She
was a former performer with the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company, having received a Bessie for
Outstanding Choreography with the company for contributions to Deep Blue Sea (2021).

Marie taught guest lectures at University of the Philippines, Princeton University, Duke University,
UGNAYAN virtual Philippines festival, and Loyola Marymount University. She dedicates special care for
elders and their movement health through her pilates business MLP Pilates. Marie’s choreographic works
were presented at SAVVY Contemporary (Berlin), UGNAYAN Festival (Manila/virtual), Taikang Space
(Beijing), and across the U.S at MASS MoCA, Lincoln Center, Joe’s Pub, and Harlem Stage, among
others. www.marielloydpaspe.com. IG: @mmmlloyd

Amber 721 1] Scherer is a Brooklyn-based pianist and educator. Her work is rooted in broadening
accessibility to the arts and performing underrepresented voices in classical music.

In March 2024, Ms. Scherer performed in Eros & Co., co-hosted by Caramoor and the New York Festival
of Song at Merkin Hall of Kauffman Center. Ms. Scherer returned to Merkin Hall soon after for the
Juilliard Vocal Arts Honors Recital with soprano Kerrigan Bigelow - the duo curated a program of vocal
works on history’s silenced women.

Ms. Scherer and Ms. Bigelow have performed together extensively, as New Music Fellows at SongFest,
winners of the 2024 Federation of Art Song’s Fellowship Competition, and Liederabend partners at
Juilliard.

Ms. Scherer also performs regularly with cellist Lydia Rhea and tenor Evan Katsefes. Her 24-25 season
will conclude with several collaborative projects. She will perform a chamber recital with Westside
Chamber Players, Fauré’s La Bonne Chanson with Mr. Katsefes and members of Juilliard 415, and as the
featured pianist in City Lyric Opera’s production of Black Water.
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This past year, Ms. Scherer became NYC Co-Director for the Vision Possible Charity Concerts, which
fundraises for local organizations and connects performers with their communities. She first joined the
NYC community as a Resident Teaching Artist in Queens for AmeriCorps.

Ms. Scherer holds Bachelor’s degrees in Piano Performance and Psychology from Oberlin, as well as a
Master’s in Collaborative Piano from The Juilliard School. Her mentors include Jonathan Feldman, Lydia
Brown, and Alvin Chow.

The Hunger & The Haunt

A theatrical song recital and community resource fair exploring the AANHPI diasporic experience

April 4 and 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Culture Lab LIC - Queens, NY

Abagael Cheng, soprano
Marie Lloyd Paspe, dancer
Amber Scherer, piano
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